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January 30, 2012 
 
 

File:  S095 
 
 
 
Mr. Willard Hagen, Chair 
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 
Box 2130 
7th Floor, 4910-50th Avenue 
Yellowknife, NT. 
X1A 2P6 
 
Dear Mr. Hagen: 
 
Re: Snap Lake Mine 
 Land Use Permit – MV2010D0053 
 Follow-Up Report on Spill Report # 12-012 
 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Approximately 30 liters of grey water / raw sewage was spilled at the Snap Lake Mine site and 
reported to the Spill Line January 2, 2012. The spill occurred inside Sewage Treatment Plant 1 
(Figure 1). The coordinates for the spill are UTM coordinates 12V NAD83 0506341 Easting by 
7052931 Northing.   
 
 
SPILL INVESTIGATION AND CONTINUAL IMPROVEMENT (ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT) 
 
The Utilities Operator was conducting his usual plant checks when he observed a split in the 6 
inch pipe entering the lift station at Sewage Treatment Plant 1.  From the investigation of the 
incident, it was determined that the break was due to the pipe shifting and splitting.  
Approximately 30 liters of grey water / raw sewage was spilled which infiltrated the fine then 
coarse gravel base and impacted an area of less than 0.25 by 0.25 meters. The floats were 
lowered in the lift station to prevent the water reaching the pipe until it could be repaired. 
 
Surface clean up was not undertaken due immediate ground infiltration. Hydrated lime was 
applied to the local surface area to promote disinfection and reduce odor. It is anticipated that 
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there will be little to no environmental impact as any material will degrade and drain into the 
East Cell.  Seepage would be collected in the East Cell sumps and then pumped to the Water 
Treatment Plant for furtherance.   
 
 
I trust the above has addressed any areas of concern. Should you have any questions, 
comments or require further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me at 767-8646 or e-
mail Alexandra.Hood@debeerscanada.com. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
DE BEERS CANADA INC. 
  

 
 
 
Alex Hood 
Permitting and Environmental Superintendent 
Snap Lake Mine 
 
Copied to:  M. Casas (MVLWB) 
 T. Covey (AANDC) 
 D. White, Z. Liu (SLEMA) 
 M. Morapeli, K. McDonald, D. Matchett, D. Raymond (DBCI) 
 File 

 
 



 

 

 
FIGURE 1:  SPILL REPORT 12-012 
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FIGURE 2:  LOCATION SPILL 12-012 
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